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Brothers and sisters, the Gospel of John invites us to meditate on Jesus’ first miracle - changing water into wine at a 

marriage feast in Cana. Perhaps the most important thing that can be said about this Gospel is the manifestation of Jesus 

as the Messiah, the Son of God. The Gospel begins with, “there was a wedding in Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wedding.”  When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to 

him, “They have no wine,” and Jesus said to her, “Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet come.” 

Mary loves Jesus enough and she knows him enough — after all, he’s her son and a very special son — they could talk 

without asking each other things like, “What are you going to do about it?” or “can you help them?”  Jesus puts it on 

another level, saying “Woman!” Now, “Woman” is a very special term in that period and Woman with a capital W, means 

Eve, the mother of all living “hence the mother of Jesus becomes mother of the church. His mother said to the servers, 

“Do whatever he tells you” (Jn.2:5).   

Now there were six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings, each holding twenty to thirty gallons.  Jesus 

told the them, “Fill the jars with water. “So they filled them to the brim and Jesus told them, “Draw some out now and 

take it to the headwaiter.” When the headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine, without knowing where it came 

from — although the servers who had drawn the water knew —, the headwaiter called the bridegroom and said to him, 

“Everyone serves good wine first, and then when people have drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept the good 

wine until now.” You probably didn’t notice this, but Jesus didn’t pronounce any words over the water.  In fact, all he 

says is, “Fill the jars with water and take them to the headwaiter.”  John is trying to tell us that God is greater than prayers. 

He doesn’t pray, he doesn’t bless, he doesn’t do anything, as if the water will listen to what he has to say and suddenly 

become wine. It means that this is something extraordinary. It means that Jesus is not just another messenger from God, 

He is God among men.  It means that God Himself is present.  

 

According to John, the   miracles of Jesus are called signs, because they manifest the divinity of Jesus as the Messiah and 

God among men.  Hence, the sign at Cana manifested Jesus as God is with us, Emmanuel, and destined to be with us 

forever and ever. Therefore, at the wedding of Cana in Galilee Jesus revealed his glory, “to reveal His glory” means: to 

reveal who Jesus truly is, the Messiah.  “He let his glory be seen, and his disciples believed in him” (2:11). The reference 

to “glory” makes the connection. The point is that the glory of God, of which the Israelites had a distant and terrifying 

glimpse at Mt. Sinai (Ex. 19:16-25; 24:16-18; 40:34), is now, because of the Incarnation, displayed and made accessible 

to human beings in the person of Jesus – specifically, in such human occasions as a village wedding where the wine runs 

out. God has “pitched his tent among us’ in this remarkable sense. That is why at the end of the episode the “steward” 

asks the bridegroom why, contrary to best practice, he has not served the best wine first but kept it to the last (Jn.2: 9-10). 

The steward’s criticism, reveals the true source of this “best wine provided by Jesus. 

 

By providing for this wedding superior wine in abundance, Jesus reveals himself to be the true Bridegroom of Israel. He 

fulfils in this way the promise beautifully expressed in the First reading, taken from Isaiah (62:1-5). God speaks of his 

relationship with Israel as that of a bridegroom to his bride: You shall be called “My Delight” and …as the bridegroom 

rejoices in his bride, so will your God rejoice in you. In the Catholic tradition, wedding, as found in the Cana miracle, is a 

sacrament. We call marriage a “sacrament” because in the human commitment and love that it celebrates and seals it 

functions as a sign disclosing the presence and faithfulness of God.  
 

Finally, beloved in Christ, today we have witnessed the first miracle of Jesus through effective intercession of Mary.  The 

bad situation began to be good, when Mary turned to Jesus and said, “They have no wine.” (John 2:3) Mary interceded 

and pleaded before Jesus to turn the situation around. It was not just then that Mary intervened in Cana, she continues to 

plea before God on our behalf now (Lumen Gentium,62). If Mary acted like this without being asked, what would she not 

have done if we actually ask her to intervene? (St. Alphonsus, Sunday Sermons,48). Let us not feel ashamed to ask 

intercession of Mary because she see ahead our needs before we dare to pray. May Mary pray for us now and the hour of 

our death. Amen! 

  


